A rare case of a glass foreign body in the parapharyngeal space: pre-operative assessment by contrast-enhanced CT and three-dimensional CT images.
The parapharyngeal space is an infrequent area for foreign bodies to lodge. However, the presence of trauma or inflammation near or within the space is dangerous because of its anatomical proximity to the bifurcation of the maxillary artery, carotid artery and jugular vein. We encountered a rare case, when a glass flask burst, in which intraparotid damage to the facial nerve was seen, as well as a glass foreign body lodged in the parapharyngeal space close to the above named great vessels. We emphasise the usefulness of contrast-enhanced CT and three-dimensional CT images for pre-operative evaluation of the locational relationship between the foreign body and great vessels in the parapharyngeal space.